


Northwestern University School of Law's Center on Wrongful Convictions.
Two weeks ago, he learned that DNA tests he'd requested showed he didn't commit the crime.

"Thank God for DNA," Pendleton said in a soft voice after the hearing. "The judicial system is slow.
They're quick to lock you up."

The hearing followed Pendleton's first week of freedom. Last week, he was released from Dixon
Correctional Center, hours after the same judge vacated his 20-year sentence in the 1992 rape.

He wouldn't say where he has been staying or even whether he was living with family members. But he
described his week as "hectic" as he adjusted to changes that met him with every turn. His city looked
different, more beautiful and clean. The cars looked different. Everyone carried a cell phone.

"It's scary," he said after Friday's hearing. "The world has changed."

He plans to investigate technical training in computers, he said, cracking the first smile since he left the
courtroom.

He said he's not bitter but called upon prosecutors to "take a good look at every person accused of a crime
and don't assume they're guilty.”

Pendleton had been convicted based on the victim's identification. He has said he holds no ilt will toward
the rape victim, who identified him in a police lineup.

He said he has felt empty since his mother died.

"She was my best friend,” he said, tears welling in his eyes. "She stuck by me. Life will never be the same
without her.”
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