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Chicago man's life begins anew as judge vacates
wrongful rape conviction
By CARLA K. JOHNSON
Associated Press W ritel'

December 8, 2006,3 :33 PM CST

CHICAGO -- As he stood before the judge, Marlon Pendleton felt like weeping, but
held back the tears because he didn't want to embarrass his attomeys.

The 49-year-old had just heard a judge wipe out his conviction for a rape that kept
him in prison for a dozen years before DNA tests cleared him.

"It's been a long time coming," Cook County Judge Stanley Sacks told Pendleton
quietly from the bench Friday. "This case is over with, as far as this court is
concerned. II

The recent DNA tests excluded Pendleton from involvement in a 1992 rape on
Chicago's South Side. He claimed innocence from the start but was convicted after
the victim identified him a lineup and a police crime lab analyst said there was not
enough evidence for DNA testing. Pendleton also claims innocence in a separate
sexual assault for which he has already served a full prison term.

During his 12 years in prison, his mother died and his children. some in diapers when
he was arrested, grew up.

After a "good luck" from the judge Friday morning, Pendleton began a new life full
of hopes of school, work and renewed tied with his four daughters and one son. He
also plans to work with attorneys to clear his record of the separate conviction.

"I got to keep on fighting 'til I clear my name," he said .

For Friday's hearing, Pendleton dressed in a crisp, white shirt and blue tie and had
pulled his thinning hair into a short ponytail. The hearing was quick and
anticlimactic.

The judge's action clears Pendleton's record of the conviction, although attorneys still
must file paperwork to have the record officially expunged.

AdvertIsement

A slightly built man, described as shy by those who know him, Pendleton had worked for years on his case
alone, doing research in the prison law library and filing numerous motions. He eventually got help from



Northwestern University School of Law's Center on Wrongful Convictions.

Two weeks ago, he learned that DNA tests he'd requested showed he didn't commit the crime.

"Thank God for DNA," Pendleton said in a soft voice after the hearing. "The judicial system is slow.
They're quick to lock you up."

The hearing followed Pendleton's first week of freedom. Last week, he was released from Dixon
Correctional Center, hours after (he same judge vacated his 20-year sentence in the 1992 rape.

He wouldn't say where he has been staying or even whether he was living with family members. But he
described his week as "hectic" as he adjusted to changes that met him with every turn. His city looked
different, more beautiful and clean . The cars looked different. Everyone carried a cell phone.

"It's scary," he said after Friday's hearing. "The world has changed."

He plans to investigate technical training in computers, he said , cracking the first smile since he left the
courtroom.

He said he's not bitter but called upon prosecutors to "take a good look at every person accused of a crime
and don't assume they're guilty."

Pendleton had been convicted based on the victim's identification. He has said he holds no ill will toward
the rape victim, who identified him in a police lineup.

He said he has felt empty since his mother died.

"She was my best friend," he said , tears welling in his eyes. "She stuck by me . Life will never be the same
without her. "
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